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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-6, 8-19, and 21-42 are pending prior to the following amendments. 
Please cancel claims 37-42. 

Please amend claims 1-3, 9, 12, 13, 14, 16, 22, 25, 28 and 34 as indicated below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A The m ethod for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams; 
oomprisinp: of claim 4, 

r e c e iving the multiple MPEG oooodod vidoo atreamg; 

d e termining a valu e for a display pooitioa oodo oonr e sponding to a display positicMftoFea e h 

ri iee of each of th e MPEG encodod vidoo Gtrooma; 
modi^dng tho voluo of th e display position code of oooh olioo of oooh of th e r e c e iv e d 

MPEG enoodod vidoo otroomo os n e o e ssary, and 
intorloaving oooh slioo of oooh of tho AIPBG - encoded vid e o str e ams as modified - inte - a - omgt e 

composit e vid e o stream; 
wherein said display position code includes a first^macroblock address increment variable 

length codeword having a first number of bits and wherein said modifying the display 

position code of each sUce of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be 

modified compri ses : 

dot - ormininp results in a modified seeend.macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword having bas.a modified number of bits , said modified 
number of bits modulo 8 whi^.is equal to said first number of bits modulo 
S^'Ond 

modifying th e first macroblock addr e ss inoremenWoriablo length codeword to b e 

oquol to tho - SQCond maoroblook address increm e nt variabl e length oodoword . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method for combining multiple MPEG>encoded video streams of 
claim 1, wherein said modifying th e valu e of th e display position oodo io porformod at on -e nd - usor 
looatton. display position code is at least one of a macroblock address incremoit variable length 
codeword and at least a byte of a slice startcode. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim I 3, wherein the multiple ^MPEG-encoded video streams euro ooloct e d by said e nd us e r fix>m a 
list of nvailQbl e vid e o streamfi are one of MPEG-1 encoded video streams and MPEG-2 encoded 
video streams . 

4. (Previously Presented) A method for combining m^Jltiple MPEG-encoded video streams, said 
method comprising: 

rweiving the multiple MPEG-encoded video streams; 

detemiining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display position of each 

slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams; 
modifying the value of the display position code of each slice of each of the received 

MPE&encoded video streams as necessar)^ and 
interleaving each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into a single 

composite video stream; 
wherein said display position code includes a macroblodc address increment variable length 

codeword, said macroblock address increment variable length codeword of each slice 

of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams contains 3 bits having a corresponding 

increment value of one of 2 and 3. 

5 . (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 4, 
wherein said modifying includes modifying the value of the macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified to an 
increment value of between 22 and 33 inclUiSive. 

6. (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 5, 
wherein said modifying includes modifying the 3 bits of said macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword as necessary and adding a byte to resoilt in an 1 1 -bit modified macroblock address 
increment variable length codeword. 

7. (Canceled) 
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8- (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 1 , 
wherein said interleaving each shce of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into a 
single composite video stream is according to the display position code as modified of each slice of 
each MPEG-encoded video stream. 

9. (Currently Amended) A The m ethod for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams? 
Qoid mothod oomptioing: of claim 4, 

roooiving tho multtplo MPEG onoodod vid e o str e om st 

dotomiimng o voluo for a dioplay poaition oodo corresponding to a display position of each 
slic e of e ach of th e MPEG e ncoded vidoo otroomo} 

modi^g th e valu e of th e display position cod e of e ach s Uoo of oooh of tho roooivod 
MPEG -e ncod e d vid e o streams as n e c e ssary; and 

interloaving eaoh slic e of each of th e MPEG - enood e d vid e o streams as modifi e d into a singl e 
eompo & ite yidoo stream; 

wherein said MPEG-encoded video streams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, and 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment (MBAJ) 
codeword, wherein said modifying the display position code of each slice of each of 
the MPEG-1 encoded video streams as necessary includes selectively adding a 
number of MBAI_stuffing codes, said number of MBAI_stu£fing codes ranging fixan 
Oto7. 

1 0. (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 9, 
whcrdn said number of MBAI_stuffing codes is determined such that the macroblock address 
increment codeword maintains bit-alignment of the display position code within a byte. 

1 1 . (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 9» 
wherein said macroblock address increment codeword has a first number of bits and wherein said 
modifying the display position code of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be 
modified results in a modified macroblock address increment codeword and a predetemciined number 
of MBAI_stufiBng codes, the modified macroblock address increment codeword and the 
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pfedetermined number of MBAI_stuf]Bng codes combine to having a modified number of bits, said 
modified niunber of bits modulo 8 is equal to said first number of bits modulo 8. 

1 2- (Currendy Amended) A The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams? 

CQnq)rising: of claim 17, 

an interactiv e d e coder adopted to dQtoiniino a display position cod e for a di s play position of 
eaoh s lic e of each of a r e c e iv e d MPEG onoodod vidoo otroomo and to modify th e 
di^ ay po s ition cod e of e ach slic e of oooh of tbo roootvod NIPBG encod e d video 
otroamo aa nooossary, s aid interactiv e d e cod e r further adopt e d - to intoorloavo oaoh olioo 
of oooh of the MPB&Kmeodod vidoo stream s as modified into a singl e- eompQako 
video - fitream ; 

wherein said display position code includes a first.macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword having a first number of bits and wherein said interactive decoder 
is further adapted to: 

detormino a oooond m odify the displav position code of each slice of each of the MPEG- 
encoded video streams to be modified to result in a modified macroblock address 
increment variable length codeword fta^te s having a modified seeead.number of 
bits . said modified number of bits modulo 8 which is equal to said first number of 
bits modulo 8 ; ond 

modify the firot maorobloolc addrooQ inoromont \Ttfiable length cod e wc H rd to b e e qual to fe e 
c e oond macroblock addresa inorem e nt varioblo loDgth oodoword . 

13. (Currently Amended) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 12, further comprising a broadcast center for broadcasting the multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams to said interactive decode r^ said int e motivo dooodor boing loootod at an ond uoor oito . 

14. (Currently Amended) A The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streamsr^s^ 
system comprisin&: of claim 17. 

an interactiv e deoodor adcq[)tod - tQKietQrmtno a di s play position cod e for a display position of 
e ach slic e of e aoh of a receiv e d MPEG e ncod e d vid e o str e ams and to modify th e 
display position cod e of e ach slic e of each of the r e ceiv e d MPEG - encod e d video 
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^^« ams ag o e cooooris ooid interactiv e d e codor furtfaor adopted toint e rieav e each s lic e 
of e ach of th e MPEG onoodod video otreoms as modifiod into q oingle compoaito 
vidoo otroom; 

wherein in modifying a dioplay position cod e for a givon alioo^ said interactive decoder is 
further adapted to^ 

dete rmin e a modifi e d display poaition ood e which maintains a samo bit olignmont 
wife in a byt e as on original display pooition ood e of said giv e n s lic e ; and 

modify the value of the e riginal^ display position code to bo equal to th e modified 
di s play pofaition oodo maintain bit-alignment of the display position code 
within a byte . 

15, (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 12, 
wherein said display position code is at least one of a macroblock address increment variable loigth 
codeword and at least abyte of a slice startcode. 

1 6- (Currently Amended) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 12 13, whoroin ooidmultipl e MPEG - encod e d vid e o strooms ato oolootod by oaid ond HseF - fi- ^ m 
paid list of avoiloblo vidoo otroamfl wherein the MPEG-encoded video streams are one of MPEG-1 
encoded video streams and MPEG-2 encoded video streams . 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams, said 
system comprising: 

an interactive decoder adapted to determine a display position code for a display position of 
each slice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams and to modify the 
display position code of each slice of each of the received MPEG-encoded video 
streams as necessary^ said interactive decoder further ad^ted to interieave each slice 
of each, of the MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into a single composite 
video stream; 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable length 
codeword, said macroblock address increment variable length codeword of each slice 
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of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams contains 3 bits having a corresponding 
increment value of one of 2 and 3. 

18. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 17, 
wherein said interactive decoder is further adapted to modify the value of the macroblock address 
increment variable length codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be 
modified to have a corresponding increment value of between 22 and 33 inclusive. 

19. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 1 8, 
wherein said interactive decoder is further adapted to modify the 3 bits of said macroblock address 
increment variable length codeword as necessary and add a byte to result in an 1 1 -bit modified 
macroblock address increment variable length codeword. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 12, 
wherein said interactive decoder is further adapted to interleave each slice of each of the MPEG- 
encoded video streams as modified into a single composite video stream in accordance with the 
display position code, as modified, of each slice of each MPEG-encoded video stream. 

22. (Currcntly Amended) A The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streamsrsaid 
system comprising: of claim 17. 

on intoraotive decoder adopted to detemiin e a display pooition code for a display position of 
oaoh fllioo of oaoh of a r e ceived MPEG - encod e d video GtrooniD and to modify th e 
display position cod e of e aoh ohoo of each of the r e ceiv e d MPBG encoded vidoo 
str e am s as n e c e ssary, said tntoraotivo dooodor further adapted to intorloavo ooA -^iee 
of e ach of th e MPEG - encod e d vid e o streams Ofl modified into a singl e cony egite 
^Q^troams 

wherein said MPEG-encoded video streams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, and 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment (MB AT) 
codeword, wherein said interactive decoder is adapted to modify the display position 
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code of each slice of each of the MPEG-1 encoded video streams as necessary by 
selectively adding a number of MBAI^stuffing codes, said number rangmg from 0 to 
7. 

23, (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 22, 
wherein said interactive decoder is adapted to determine said number of MBAl_stuffing codes such 
that the macroblock address increment codeword maintains bit-alignm^t of the display position 
code within a byte. 

24, (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 22, 
wherein said macroblock address increment codeword has a first number of bits and wherein said 
interactive decoder is adapted to modify the display position code of each slice of each of the MPEG- 
encoded video streams to be modified to result in a modified macroblock address increment 
codeword and a predetemiined number of MBAI^stuffing codes, the modified macroblock address 
increment codeword and the predetemiined niraiber of MBAI_stuffing codes combine to have a 
modified number of bits, said modified number of bits modulo 8 is equal to said first number of bits 
modulo 8. 

25, (Currently Amended) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded 
video stream s^ - oomya ^ eg s Qfdaini29, 

m e ans for d e temiining a value for a dioplay position cod e corresponding to a display 

position of e ach s lice of each of a reccivod MPEG onooded vid e o str e ams; 
means - fef - medifying th e valu e of th e display position oodo of oooh olioo of - eocfa of th e 

P oeeiv e d - MPBG - enooded vid e o str e am s as n e c e ssary; an d 
moanc for intorlooving oooh olioo of each oi ^ th e MPEG - e ncod e d vid e o str e amfi a s 

modifi e d into a singl e oompooito vidoo otroom} 
wherein said display position code includes a first.macroblock address increment variable 

length codeword having a first number of bits and wherein said means for modifying 

th e valu e of th e di^lay position cod e includes means 4^ 

detemiining a s e cond modifying the display position code of each slice of each of the 
MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified generates a modified 
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macioblock address increment vsriable length codeword tb^4iftsjTavjTig a 
modified fieeeftd_number of bits , said modified number of bits modulo 8 
which is equal to said first number of bits modulo S ymA 
modifying - th e first maorobloolc addroao inoromont voriablo length ood e word - t e- b e 
equal to tho ix«)ond mocroblook addr e ss inoromont variable length 
codeword , 

26. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 25, wherein said modifying means comprises means for modifying the value of the display 
position code to maintain bit-alignment of the display position code within a byte, 

27. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 25, wherein said display position code is at least one of a macroblock address increment 
variable length codeword and at least a byte of a slice startcode. 

28- (Currently Amended) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded 
video streams of claim 25, wher e in said int e raotivo dooodor io located at on end user s it e , ond 
wher e in the - multiple MPEG - cncodod video streams ore solootod by oaid ond uoor firom a list of 
Qvailablo video Btroomfl wherein said the MPEG^encoded video streams are one of MPEG* 1 
encoded video streams and MPEG-2 encoded video streams , 

29. (Previously Presented) An interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams, said decoder comprising: 

means for determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a dii^lay 

position of each slice of each of a received MPE&^coded video streams; 
means for modifying the value'of the di^lay position code of each slice of each of the 

received MPEG-encoded video streams as necessary; and 
means for interleaving each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as modified 
into a single composite video streaih; 
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wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable length 
codeword having 3 bits with a corresponding increment value selected fiom the 
group consisting of 2 and 3. 

30. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 29, wherein said modifying means includes means for modifying the value of the macroblock 
address increment variable length codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video 
streams to be modified to have a corresponding increment value of between 22 and 33 inclusive. 

3 1 . (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 30, wherein said modifying means inchides means for modifying the 3 bits of said macroblock 
address increment variable length codeword as necessary and adding a byte to result in an 1 1-bit 
modified macroblock address increment variable length codeword. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 25, wherein said interleaving means interieaves each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded 
video streams as modified into a single composite video stream according to the display position 
code as modified of each slice of each MPEG-encoded video stream. 

34. (Currently Amended) An Ihe.interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded 
video streams , said decoder oomprisin^ of claim 29, 

moQn &- for - <LQtorrQininB a valu e for a display position ood e corr e sponding to a display 

poGttion of eodi - ^o e- of aaoh of a roooivod MPEG onoodod - vidoe - stFeomai 
m e ans for modifying tho valuo of the display position ood e of e aoh - flkoo of oooh of tho 

r e ceived MPEG - Qnooded vidoo a tr e oma as n e c e ssary; and 
moonD for intofloa\dne oaoh tdioo of oooh of tfao - MPEG - eneodod video streoms us modified 

into a singlo^mpo s itQ vidoo Gtroam; 
wherein said MPEG-encoded video streams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, wherein 

said display position code includes a macroblock address increment (MBAI) 
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codeword, and wherein said modifying means modifies the display position code of 
each, slice of each of the MPEG-1 encoded video streams as necessary inchiding 
selectively adding a number of MBAI_stuffing codes, said number ranging from 0 to 
7. 

35. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 34, wherein said modifying means determines the number of MBAI_stufBng codes such that 
the macroblock address increment codeword maintains bit-alignment of the display position code 
within a byte, 

36. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of 
claim 34, whetein said macroblock address increment codeword has a first number of bits and 
wherein said modifying means modifies the display position code of each slice of each of the 
MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified to result in a modified macroblock address increment 
codeword and a predetermined number of MBAI_stu£fing codes, the modified macroblock address 
increment codeword and the predetermined number of MBAI_stuflfing codes combine to have a 
modified number of bits, said modified number of bits modulo 8 is equal to said first numbo: of bits 
moddo 8. 

37^2 (Cancelled), 



n/n 
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